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Another important feature of disasters is that they feed 
off existing economic, physical, and social vulnerabilities 
and thus further decrease a community’s ability to withstand 
the effects of the crisis. For instance, lesser economic 
resources might force people to reside in unsafe buildings 
and areas in earthquake prone zones. Geographical location 
can also cocan also contribute to vulnerability to disasters. For instance, 
India’s east coast is vulnerable to cyclonic storms as evidenced 
in Cyclone Fani in Odisha in May 2019 followed by Cyclone 
Amphan in West Bengal in May 2020. Further, disasters can 
be both sudden events, like earthquakes, or slow onset 
events such as epidemics. A few common examples of 
disasters are floods, droughts, and landslides.

Disasters are events, either natural or manmade which 
result in suffering, loss of lives and destruction of property 
and environment. The defining feature of disasters is that 
their magnitude exceeds a community’s capacity to 
cope with them.

For example, during the peak of 
the COVID-19 crisis there was a 
shortfall of ICU beds in hospitals, 
thus exceeding the coping 
mechanisms of the health 
systems in the state. 
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Due to the often overwhelming and complex nature of disasters, their 
management requires coordination, organisation and planning in a holistic 
manner. The implementing measures through this holistic process of 
preventing, preparing, responding and recovering from disasters is 
defined as disaster management. 

Do you think certain preparatory steps could have 
reduced the disaster`s impact? If so, how?

Further, if preparatory steps had been taken, would 
the destruction of property have been reduced? 
Would it still qualify as a disaster?
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http://hdma.gov.in/en/projects-programs/district-ddmp
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Yes. The NDMA has issued several Guidelines which contain specific guidance on how to 
prevent, prepare for and respond to disaster situations. Some of these Guidelines are: Landslide 
Risk Management Strategy (2019), Guidelines on Temporary Shelters for Disaster Affected 
Families (2019), Guidelines on Boat Safety (2017), Guidelines on Management of Drought (2010), 
Guidelines on Management of Urban Flooding (2010), Guidelines on Management of Dead in 
the Aftermath of a Disaster (2010), Guidelines on Psycho-social Support and Mental Health 
Services in Disasters (2009), Guidelines on Management of Biological Disasters (2008), and 
Guidelines on Management of Earthquakes (2007)
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 https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/26.pdf
 https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/26.pdf
https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/24.pdf
https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/24.pdf
https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/22.pdf
https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/13.pdf
https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/12.pdf
https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/11.pdf
https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/11.pdf
https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/8.pdf
https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/8.pdf
 https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/5.pdf
 https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/a.pdf
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